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The bleſſing f him that was ready to periſh came upon me, and I cauſed 
the Widow's heart to ſing for joy. 


Benevolent mind will eafily conceive how the heart of 
Job was affected in th: moment when he indulged this 
reflection, and what a fund of inexpreſſible pleaſure was 
miniſtered to that good man, amidſt this review of his bene ficence 

in his better circumſtances. 


Ir either this reflection itſelf can any where be applied with 
peculiar propriety, or if the pleaſures reſulting from it can be 
claimed by any perſons, in that compleat degree, wherein Fob 
ſeems to have enjoyed them; it is doubtleſs within theſe walls 
(which have afforded preſervation to thouſands hat were ready to 
periſh), and by you, my brethren; who, by extending your 
bounty to this inſtitution, put forth your arms to ſave thoſe from 
deſtruction, who muſt otherwiſe be loſt in the firſt ſtage of being. 


Tur pleadings of infant miſery will ever find their way to 
the compaſſion of every heart. Such is their power over our 


nature, that we cannot be indifferent to the little diſtreſſes of 
A 2 their 


— , ” 
- = 1 - * - 
— — — — Dow 
— — = w 


85 E 
their helpleſs ſtate, even where there is no want of any thing 
neceſſary to their preſervation. But to ſave them, when ready 
to periſh perhaps from every want; to give them thole ſeaſon— 
able ſuccors from our own benevolence, which the ſad difficul- 
ties of parents, in ſpite of nature, might deprive them of; when 
their father and their mother forſake them, to tahe them up into 
our care, and prevent the laſt ſtruggles for life; ſurely there is 
not a man but would fly to ſo generous a deed, whoſe heart 


had not loſt every impreſſion of thoſe worthy principles, which 
conſtitute and dignify humanity. 


Axp, then, with reſpe& to the other plealing circumſtance, 
which added to the happineſs of Job's reflection, that you 
cauſe the widow's heart to ſing for joy ;—your benevolence can here 
hardly find a rival. Let any one look to the tender ſcene, which 
ſeparates the mother and her babe ;—let him mark her deep dejec- 
tion, when nature and diſtreſs are uppermoſt ;—let him then watch 
the ſecret riſings of joy, when the turns her eyes to this hoſpitable 


ſhelter, and ſees its ample care and tendereſt nurture ;—let him fol- 


low her, when with heart-felt thankfulneſs for the welcome event, 
which has diſpelled all her apprehenſions, tho' mingled with ſome 
tears which nature muſt give way to, ſhe reſigns the infant of her 


affections into the arms of nurſing fathers and nurſing mothers, 
more able to protect it than it's own. 


«« My child! farewell. My heart bleeds to part with thee ; but 
my affection for thee bids me leave thee here. Happy ſhould 


© I have been to have held thee to my boſom, and nurſed thee in 
thy infant years. But to have ſeen thy innocent age ſharing the 
«« weight of my bitter diſtreſſes, and periſhing for the want of what 


ce 
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Wich me thou mighteſt hardly have been raiſed beyond thy pre- 


c ſent 


I could not give thee, would have been more then I could bear. 
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t ſent weak condition; but here thou mayeſt live. Thanks be to 
God, and to thy worthy benefactors, which have opened to thee 


* this door of ſafety. May every blefling follow thee ! the poor 
“ bleſſing of a mother is all that I can give thee.” 


W feel, we mult feel, the force of theſe ſenſations, becauſe 
we know them to be natural, we know them to be true. And, no 
doubt, they have been often ſeen and felt, with very ſenſible ſym- 
pathy, by thoſe who direct and diſpenſe this charity. Let the mi- 
ſer attend this ſcene, and depart uncompaſſionate, if he can: No: 
He muſt here for once give humanity the honor of ſubduing him, 
and leading him to the ſupport of an inſtitution, whoſe eminent ſer- 
vices fill the mind with ſuch high gratifications, and give him (what 
he uſually looks for) ſo ample a return for the uſe of his liberality. 


Tu pleaſures of benevolence are undeniably ſtrong in every 
breaſt; and upon this ground I may ſafely depend for your proper 
ſenſe of thoſe very refined ones, which this charity can preſent to 
you. Let us ſurvey it in its utility. And here the field is large 
and ample ; and we may ſee the great wiſdom, the policy, the true 
humanity of an inſtitution of this kind in ſuch a variety of eviden- 


ces, as give it beyond diſpute a primary claim to our beſt encou- 


ragement. We will firſt advert to its friendly ſuccors in circum- 
ſtances of poverty ;—a condition, of all others, the firſt to be com- 


miſerated. 


Loox to the caſe of the unhappy widow, bereft of her deareſt 
partner, the ſtaff of her life, and the center of all her affections; 
whoſe labor and honeſt induſtry (now no longer to be looked for) 
provided her with bread ;—left to lament her loſs in reiterated 
griefs, amidſt the bitter experience of extreme penury ;—a ſuck- 
ling hanging at her breaſt ;—perhaps ſeveral other little ones crying 

round 


( 6 1 
round her for bread ;—not a morſel to give them ;—not a gueſs 
where or when the next is to be had ;—not a hope of any end 
or abatement of their common miſeries ;—but inconſolably bathed 
in never-ceaſing floods of tears, guſhing at every thought that 
brings to her remembrance the origin of her troubles. Is not this 
a powerful call on our benevolence? and ſhall not this inſtitution 
moſt laudably employ its aid, and diſpenſe its ſeaſonable ſuccor, 


to ſuch accumulated affliction? Shall it not open its doors for the 


reception of the infant Hat was ready to periſh ? And will not this 
widow's heart, think ye, ing for joy, on the arrival of ſuch timely 
protection to her babe, and precious relief to her cares? 


Ir the neceſſary interpoſition of ſuch a charity as this ſtands con- 


feſſed in the laſt caſe, it will not be leſs fo, when ſeen to commu- 
nicate itſelf to the diſtreſſes of thoſe, who have been brought down 
by misfortunes from better circumſtances to want and indigence. 


On ſuch ſpectacles it is impoſſible to look with unconcern. Here 


poverty ſeems to have faſtened herſelf with her ſharpeſt fangs; and 


\ diſtreſs to thoſe, who have known nothing but eaſe and plenty, be- 
comes doubly, becomes inexpreſſibly ſore. How ſhall ſuch a man, 


without the burdens of a family, provide himſelf with bread ? His 
hands, accuſtomed long to ſofter ways of living, are unfitted for 


laborious employment: His modeſty, the reſult of his conſciouſ- 


n-{s of having ſeen better days, knows not how to aſk an alms. 
Dig, he canuot; and ts beg, he is aſhamed. What then can ſuch a 
parent do? An infant comes to encreaſe his difficulties. Where 


ſhall it be provided for ? Or, rather, how ſhall its tender being 


be preſerved from falling a ſacrifice to its father's and mother's mis- 


fortunes? Your bounty, directed thro' the channels of this hoſpi- 
tal, ſteps in, at the hour of exigency, to ſilence their perplexing 
doubts ; and theſe doors receive the diſtreſſed infant from impend- 
ing ruin. 
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IT would be endleſs to enumerate the various circumſtances of 
poverty, which call for an inſtitution of this ſort, and the various 
opportunities it has of alleviating a parent's diſtreſs, and reſcuing at 
leaſt an helpleſs infant from thoſe impoveriſhed arms, in which it 
can have little chance but to periſh. 


SHALL ſuch, then, be left to periſh amidſt all their ſurrounding 
wants, while we are debating whether there may not be another me- 
thod to fave them, without this expence to our beneficence ? where 
then is our humanity ? where the proper policy of our country: 
caſual bounty is a mighty precarious circumſtance, and but an ill 
dependance for a creature, whoſe wants never intermit : beſides, it 


often requires ſome difficulty to obtain it; and individuals muſt be 


known, before they can expect to be relieved. 


SMALL we then commit theſe little ones to the proviſion, which 
our laws have made for the maintenance of impoveriſhed ſubjects ? 
for here the alternative reſts between that or this. Alas! we all 
know, or may know, what that proviſion is; how little ſuited to the 
warm and tender nurture, which a babe requires; and how rarely, 
upon the whole, thoſe infants that are left to ſhare it, ſurvive their 
ſtate of infancy. Or, grant they do ſurvive; need we to be told 
how miſerable, at beſt, their bringing up; how little they are 
brought to know of their religion, or of common duties ; with 
what corruption they intermix ; how often they prove, ſor want ot 
ſome little better care, the moſt uſeleſs, the leaſt virtuous part of the 
community? and is there a man fo abſurd as to put into the lame 
ſcales of compariſon the ſeparate benefits of this or that proviſion * 
or ſo blind as not to ſee which of them is the more comfortable, 
which the more uſeful, which the more likely to make better men 
and better citizens, and anſwer all the purpoſes of lociety ? think 
therefore with yourſelves, my brethren, which of theſe alternatives 


1 


you, if you were ever reduced to the choice of either, wou'd wiſh 
yourſelves or your infants to ſhare; and as you wor'd deſire to be done 
unto, fo now give, that it may be done unto others. 


Wie have ſeen how far the circumſtances of diſtreſs, which are pe- 
culiar to poverty, plead for the ſupport of this foundation. But it is 
manifeſt to all, that there is another part of diſtreſs, into which not 
the poor only, but unhappy creatures in all conditions, too fre- 
quently fall; and which it is a principal part of the deſign of this 
inſtitution to relieve. Need I mention the caſe of unfortunate wo- 
men, deluded' by the baſe ſtratagems of deſigning men; abuſed by 
ſaithleſs promiſes and hollow vows; and in the unguarded moments 
of confidential affection ruined and undone ;— an infant, to proclaim 
her ſhame, and irrecoverably blaſt her fair honor, which ſhe too 
credulouſly entruſted to the protection of a villain. Cruel is the 
treachery, which can plunge the faireſt part of the creation in diſ- 
treſs; and truly pitiable are the failings of that ſex, whoſe faireſt or- 
naments are virtue and unſullied chaſtity.—But, what is to be done? 
abandoned by the man, in whom the truſted ; reproach and oblo- 
quy, and ſhame are now only before her: the reſentment of her 
neareſt kindred is the next thing ſhe looks for ; the deſertion of her 
more diſtant friends ſhe muſt ſoon. expect to follow after. Agitated 
by the keeneſt ſenſe of her difficult and deplorable condition, we 
need not doubt her boſom labors with ſecond throes, ſeverer and 
harper than the paſt which gave her infant birth. In this hour of 
trial, conſider the meaſures to which ſuch powerful paſſions as fear 
and ſelf- ſecurity may lead, in a breaſt already diſtracted with ten 
thouſand croſſing thoughts. Natural affection may be ſtrong ; but 
we ſee it in too many melancholy inſtances to doubt it, the fear of 
ſhame is ſtronger. Here, in this perilous criſis, it is the glory and 
the bleſſing of this charity to interpoſe ; and, by its favorable re- 
lief, at once reſcue the infant from the dangers which ſurrounded it, 


and 
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and aſſiſt the mother in her calamitous circumſtances; enable her 


in ſome degree to ſpeak peace to herſelf, and to give conſolation to 


her diſtracted ſpirits ;—the conſolation of knowing that her infant 
is in the hands of care and tenderneſs, and that having with it re- 
moved from public notice the occaſions which might chiefly lead 
to publiſh her diſhonor, ſhe has now a chance of ſaving her ſinking 
reputation, which the perfidious cruelty of man hath brought in 
danger. Need 1 aſk if there is a man ſo inſeniible to the diſtreſſes 
of that ſex, ſo indifferent to the ſuccor of injured innocence and 
beauty, as not to applaud and ſupport a charity, which profeſſes to 
extend its relief to them, under ſuch hard and oppreſlive difficulties ? 


Yer, I am aware, ſomething more is neceſſary to be ſaid on this 
head; neceſſary, I mean, only to obviate the unreaſonable objections 
of thoſe, who will not properly conſider. Shall it then be ſaid, that 
the protection you here extend to the offspring of poor deluded wo- 
men gives encouragement to the vice, which ſeeks it? Recolle& a 
little. Can it ſeriouſly be believed, that the conveniency of this 
charity is a conſideration powerful enough to induce the ſacrifice of 
all virtue and honor? What then? Is human nature loſt to all ſen- 
ſibility of good principles; and are public infamy, and the loſs of 
character and friends, at ſo low an ebb in the human breaſt, as to be 
unable to reſtrain the licentiouſneſs of the paſſions, and keep us vir- 
tuous? God forbid ! This is ſuch an account of human nature, and 
eſpecially of that ſex, which are conſcious that their whole happi- 
neſs, and every ornament they poſſeſs, depends upon the preſervation 
of modeſty and good deportment, as can only ariſe from a very weak, 
or a very corrupted, way of thinking. 


ON the other hand, are theſe tranſgreſſions of virtue more fre— 
quent, in fact, ſince the foundation of this charity, than they were 
before ? Look back to the days, which preceded this eſtabliſhment, 
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and gave occaſion to it, and you will renounce your opinion. Open 
your eyes on thoſe melancholy ſcenes, in the preſent day, which this 
inſtitution was intended to prevent, and you wiil ſec that fince it 
has in ſome degree contracted its arm (in which I can ſee one hap- 


py uſe, that it ſhould effectually overthrow the error of the objection 


I have mentioned) thoſe fatal tcenes revive to our obſervation more 
and more frequently. 


Bur do we mean, by this objection, to cruſh theſe diforderly 
paſſions, and ſuppreſs their appearance? For if we mean not this, 
{till we leave room for the neceſſity of this charity to ſtand uncon- 
troverted. And that this would be an hopeleſs expectation, we can- 
not doubt: The utmoſt that the wiſeſt ſtates and the ableſt law- 
givers have ever aimed at, is to regulate the paſſions; none were ſo 
weak as to form an expectation of extinguiſhing them. 


— 


FROM whom, then, at laſt, comes the objection? certainly not 
from our ſex, if we know what we do, and have either grace or ſen- 
timent about us; for from us and our ungovernable luſts proceeds 
all the diſtreſs, which comes to theſe doors for aid; and to blame 
the charity of that hand, which ſtrives to ſave the object whom we 
have ruined and abandoned, is certainly ſuch a complication of baſe- 
neſs and effrontery as cannot be exceeded. Neither, my fair hear- 
ers, can ſuch an objection come with propriety from your lips, 
whoſe kindred feelings ſhould ſympathize with a ſiſter's ſufferings, 
and who ſhould rejoice at every generous ſcheme of ſuccor, which is 
ſuggeſted from humanity and tenderneſs to your ſex. 


WHATEVER narrow and ungenerous minds may think, the foun- 
dation of this charity ſtandeth ſure on its own firm principles, and 
in the ſanction of nations. Other countries have thought theſe in- 
ſtitutions worthy of their higheſt encouragement, and have conſider- 
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ed them as objects of national policy. And when this eſtabliſh- 
ment became the ſubject-matter of conſideration to our govern- 
ment, it was not adopted from a new or ſudden ſtart of generoſity, 


but after long and mature deliberation ; after the moſt careful in- 


quiries into its uſe from foreign countries, who had experienced the 
like, and conld beſt pronounce on their utility ; after the moſt mani- 
feſt tokens of the want of ſuch a one among ourſelves; and after ſift- 


ing every argument, and weighing every objection, to aſcertain on 
which fide truth and the public good preponderated. They prepon- 


derated, beyond all diſpute, in favor of its ſupport ; and it became in 
conſequence a national foundation, 


IT were to be withed, by every benevolent mind, that circum- 
ſtances had continued to make it as much the perpetual object of 
maintenance and ſupport from govern ment, as it was at frit the 
creature of it, and deſervedly the object of its eſtabliſhment. But I 
muſt now inform you, that without any alteration in the ſentiments 
of our Government upon the utility of this charity, or the leaſt 
abatement in their wiſhes for its ſucceſs, it muſt ceaſe for the fu- 
ture to look up to its orginal founders for the annual ſupplies they 
have hitherto granted it, which the growing burdens of the ſtate, 
and the neceſſity of every poftible frugality in the adminiſtration of 
it, will compell them to diſcontinue. Yet, at the fame time that 
they withdraw from it their wonted proviſions, they leave it in a 
manner the moſt honourable and friendly to its intereſts ; with a 
preſent bounty, which may aſſiſt it in the completion of its preſent 
engagements, and ſet a laudable pattern to the munificence of 
others ; and with a public teſtimony of its merit, which may accele- 


rate that munificence, may recommend it to the conſideration of all, 
and raiſe up friends and benefactors to it in every age. 
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From the humanity of the nation, it muſt therefore now appeal 
to, and much depend upon, the humanity of individuals, and I have 
i no doubt, that in a nation ſignalized, as ours is, for its benevolence, I 
| and in a city, whoſe works of charity, almoſt too many to be enu- 1 
N merated, adorn every part of it, this inſtitution will never want ge- 3 
nerous benefactors. I hope, every man that hears me this day 

will conſider the peculiar circumſtances of its preſent fituation, and 

ſuffer that conſideration to demonſtrate its influence upon him by the 

meaſure of his bounty: As its reliance on private donations, and on 

the charity which is miniſtred to it on theſe occaſions, mult now be- 

come neceſſarily greater than heretofore ; I hope, and I truſt, that it 

will find a proportionable extenſion of liberality in every breaſt. 


Wir this view, and to promote the ſucceſs of its claim upon 
your preſent bounty, 1 muſt beg leave to add one other teſtimony of 
its merit to thoſe which have been given ;—a teſtimony, which de- 
licacy perhaps might have reſtrained me from mentioning in this 
place; but which, in ſtrict juſtice to this hoſpital, and in juſtice to 
you, my brethren, who ſhould be fully acquainted with every thing I 
relating to it, I cannot prevail on myſelf to ſuppreſs ;—and that is, f 
| the very great fidelity and care, with which this important truſt is 
diſcharged. I mean not to raiſe this charity at any expence to the 
conduct of others: But it is a truth to which thoſe who firſt found- 
ed this inſtitution, and to whoſe inſpection the conduct of it is there- 
fore open, have given their atteſtation, and are now ready to give it ; 
that che proviſions of this charity are diſpenſed with that extraordi- 
nary management and œconomp, and the purpoſes of its benevolence 
diſcharged with that induſtry and integrity, that perfect tenderneſs 
to the infants under their care, and that due attention to all the ex- 
tenſive parts of this truſt, which may claim the approbation, and 
invite the charity of mankind, And this is a circumſtance, which 
you have a right to know, for your greater confidence, and the en- 
couragement 
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couragement of your bounty. And when once you know this, you 
have a call on your humanity, which ſhould meet with no denial ; 
and which never will be denied, as far as our abilities will enable us, 
if the true ſpirit of love and chriſtian affection animates our hearts. 


AnD now, my brethren, let us pauſe, for a moment, on what 
has paſſed. Look upen. thoſe infants ; conſider what they were, and 
what their ſituation ; —diſtreſſed as infants could be, and ſurround- 
ed with every peril, that made their caſe piteous to look on ;—they 
were ſaved as from the fire; and poſſibly, without the ſuccor they 
have found here, muſt have early periſhed. Then conſider what 
they now are, and what they now enjoy; you ſee them flouriſhing, 
healthful, happy ; you ſee them in the way to be made uſeful citi- 
zens and members of ſociety ; and you might hear them, in the 
heart-felt language of pure innocence, yea, with tears of honeſt 
joy, recount to their benefactors the numerous bleſſings they have 
derived from hence: © You were (may heaven remember the deed) 
my greateſt and my beſt of friends: You were my father and 
my mother: You took me up a poor, deſerted, expiring infant, 
and raiſed me by your care : You opened my underſtanding, and 
gave my reaſon uſe : You taught my little tongue, as ſoon as it 
% could well articulate, to chaunt the praiſes of my gracious Ma- 

ker: You early taught my heart to commiſerate my hapleſs fel- 
% low-creatures, who was myſelf commiſerated ; You taught my 
e tender fingers, as ſoon as they were capable of uſe, the arts of 
*« honeſt induſtry, and ſhewed me how to live: To you am I in- 
«« debted for theſe and every bleſſing I enjoy ; and may the God of 
« mercy reſtore the generous bounty ten-fold into your boſom.” 
We feel the force of this untaught eloquence by a generous ſympa- 
thy: And I know not what tender ſcene could work upon the 
heart of man, if it does not participate in this. 
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Bur if we want an argument to enforce it, look to the leſſons 
of our moſt benevolent Redeemer, and learn from thence to pity 
an infant's cauſe. He fondly took them in his arms, and bleſſed 
them: He placed them before him as the objects of our moſt di- 
ligent attention ; as the lively portcaitures of his doctrines ; 
——as the patterns of our imitation ; as the repreſentatives 
of the inhabitants of heaven ;—and (as if he meant to point both 
our thoughts and our care to them, in preference to every other in- 
ſtance of regard) he deſcribes them as the avenues to heaven too. 
Can words be ſtronger than when he pleads in their behalt to our 
ſelf-intereſt, and bids us by our benevolence to them to purchaſe 
our everlaſting happineſs ? Hear them, and remember they are the 
words by which you will be judged : Inaſinuch as ye have done it un- 
to one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
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